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Georgia Southern University

Camp Confidential: A Look at the Operations Assistants of Football
Football
Posted: 8/21/2018 5:00:00 PM
Throughout preseason football camp, GSEagles.com will take you on a behind-the-scenes look at different aspects of the football program that go beyond the practice
field. In today's installment, we check in with the operations staff.
The start of football camp provides a hectic time around the athletics department at Georgia Southern and though the days are long and busy for the players and coaches,
the three support staff members in the football office are hard at work as well. Though the arrival of players alleviates a workload for some, Cymone George, Tessa Akers
and Nikki Donoff have a busy month of August as they too prepare for yet another season.
George is the queen bee of the office as the director of football operations. Everything starts and stops with her. You name it, she has a hand in it. From setting up meals to
arranging seats on planes to itineraries and distributing cost of attendance checks, George does it. A GS alumnae who is entering her third year in her position. She's on
call 24-7 and is the glue that holds the office together.
As enjoyable and welcoming as her conveniently located office can be, many of the players enjoy stopping by and hanging out, but with them being around so much
during camp they can also provide a nice distraction from the day's work. Most players have their usual spot in her office, but as she is working to meet deadlines in
August and September, the players being around all day during camp can make things a little crazy.
Akers is in grad school at GS, but pushes herself in her role helping with recruiting and other tasks assigned. She monitors Coach Chad Lunsford's schedule to make sure
he isn't spread too thin and assists with on‐campus recruiting with recruiting coordinator Chris Foster. With the new December signing day in place, the coaches have to
work harder during the season to foster relationships with recruits and Akers has a heavy hand in making sure letters and graphics are going out, organizing game day
visits and putting the best face possible forward representing her school.
Like Akers, Donoff is also in school and is the right-hand woman of George. She is learning the ropes of the football operations world and helps both George, Akers and
Foster when their plates get too full. You can't have too many hands on deck during a football season and Donoff is a valuable member of the team.
George was one of only five women in the FBS to hold the title of director of football operations last year and if you throw in student assistant Ashley Burns, all four
operations staff members are female, something that has to be a one-of-a-kind situation in college football. But Coach Lunsford doesn't view that as a negative.
"I actually like it," he said recently. "There have been many times I've gone into Cymone's office with a plan and she completely changed my mind with how to do
something because she sees things not from a football coaching standpoint. They bring a different mentality to the program and help us come up with ideas and plans to
make things more organized and efficient."

Each laugh at the mention of a normal day since things are ever-changing and the things that come along with college football are always evolving. Though the four each
handle very different tasks, they work well as a team for their team. They all gush about their favorite part of their job and it's the family and team atmosphere they work
in. They know how valued they are by the players and coaches and couldn't feel more appreciated and grateful for the people they are lucky enough to surround
themselves with.
But one thing's for sure, the program couldn't survive without them.
Georgia Southern Preseason Football Schedule
Date (Time, Location)
Tues., Aug. 21 (4:30-6:30 PM; Paulson)
Wed., Aug. 22 (4:30-6:30 PM; Paulson)
Thurs., Aug. 23 (4:30-6:30 PM; Paulson)
Fri., Aug. 24 (6-8 PM, Fan Fest to follow, GS Armstrong Campus - Savannah)
Sat., Aug. 25 (TBD, TBD)
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